[Biomechanical study of corneal stability after radial keratotomy].
Radial Keratotomy is one of the most frequent refractive surgical procedures performed worldwide. It results in considerable alterations of the corneal structure. What does this mean for the mechanical properties of the cornea? Intraocular pressure was increased via a 180 degrees tilt. Before and during this procedure, corneal topography was measured by photokeratoscopy. We examined 36 patients after RK and 25 controls who had not undergone any surgical procedure. The corneal center flattened by 0.523 +/- 0.054 dpt (p < 0.01) in the RK patients and by 0.187 +/- 0.045 dpt (p < 0.05) in the control group. Even several years after radial keratotomy, corneal stability is still decreased.